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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please find below a listing of all of the pending claims. The statuses of the claims are 
set forth in parentheses. 

1 . (Origitjal) A method of selecting input/output Q/O) devices to control power consumption 
of a computer system, the method comprising: 

determining a power consumption metric for each of a plurality of I/O devices 
connected to the computer system; 

Sdcctmg at least one of the plurality of I/O devices based on the determined power 
consumption metric; and 

reditcing power consumption of the at least one selected I/O device. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein selecting at least one of the plumlity of T/0 
devices comprises: 

idcQti^^g top power consuming I/O devices of the plurality of I/O devices based on 
Uie power consumption metric; and 

selecting at least one of the top power consuming I/O devices to reduce power 
consumption- 

3. (Ori^nal) The method of claim 2. wherein identifying top power consuming I/O devices 
of the plurality of I/O devices comprises: 

estimating future power consumption for each of the plurality of 1/0 devices for a 
period of time in the future; and 
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sdccting a group of the plurality of I/O devices having the highest estimated future 
power consumptions. 

4. (Original) llie method of claim 2, liirfbcr comprising: 

idcntiiyinB low-power T/0 device alternBti ves to using the top power consuming I/O 
devices. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the low-power alternatives comprise at least 
one of placing a top power consuming I/O device in a low-power mode and disabling a top 
power consuming I/O device if an I/O device providing substantially the same functionality 
and consuming less power is available for use. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherdn idcntiiytng low-power I/O device alternatives 
comprises: 

using a usage model to dctcmnnc whether any low-power I/O device alternatives to 
using the top power consummg I/O devices are available, the usage model including a 
historical analysis of usage for the plurality of I/O devices. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein flie usage model identifies user acceptance of 
the low-power I/O device alternatives^ 

8. (Original) The method of claim 4, fiirthcr comprising: 

detcnnining power savings for each of the low-power I/O device alternatives. 
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9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein determining power savings comprises: 

estimating a first &turc power consumption for a top power consuming I/O device 
operating in a normal mode; 

estimating a second future power consumption tor a respective low-power 1/0 device 
alternative and 

determining a difTerence between the first and second future power consumptions* 

10. (Original} The method of elatm 8, wherein selecting at least one of the plurality of I/O 
devices based on the determined power consumption metric comprises: 

selecting at least one of the top power consuming devices based on user accqptance 
and power savings of a low-power T/0 device altemative to the at least one top power 
consuming T/O device. 

11. (Origmal) The method of claim 1 0, wherein selecting at least one of the top power 
consuming devices comprises: 

selecting a plurality of the low-power VO device ultematives associated with the top 
power consuming I/O devices; 

ranking llie plurality of low-power 1/0 device alternatives based user acceptance and 
power savings for each of the plumlity of low-power T/O device alternatives; and 

selecting at least one of the plurality of low-power I/O device alternatives based on 
thcianking. 
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12. (Original) The mcAod of claim l,\vhcrcin sdixting at least one of the plum^ 
devices comprises selecting at least one of the plumlity of I/O devices based on the 
dctcrmtned power consumption metric and based on a tisage metric for each of the plurality 
of 1/0 devices. 

1 3. (Original) The metliod of claim 1 2, wherein the power consumption metric comprises at 
least one of estimated power consumption of the plurality of I/O devices^ estimated future 
power consumpdon of the plurality of T/O devices* an aggregate of the power consumption of 
each of the T/O devices, power consumption of the computer systcni, estimated future power 
consumption of the computer ^stcm, and a power savmgs for each of the I/O devices if a 
respective I/O device were placed in a low-power mode. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the usage metric comprises a metric 
assodated with user acceptance of placing an I/O device of the phirality of I/O devices in a 
low*power mode. 

15. (Original) The method of claim K wherein the power metric comprises an estimated 
fiiture power consumption and the step of selecting comprises: 

determimng recent use of each of the plurality of T/O devices; 
estimating future power consumption based on the recent use for each of the plurali'^ 
of I/O devices; and 

selecting at least one of the plurality of I/O devices based on the estimated Ibture 
power consumption. 
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16* (Originul) The rncthod of daim U further comprising: 

identifying a setting associated with one of the plurality of devices, wherein the 
setting spcdfics a constraint on reducing power consumptioD for the one of the plurality of 
I/O devices; and 

the step of reducing power consumption comprises reducing power consumption of 
the one of Uie plurality of 1/0 devices if the constraint specified in the setting can be 
maintained* 

1 7« (Original) The method of claim 1 6, wherein the setting comprises a setting specified by 
auser. 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

profiling usage of each of the plurality of I/O devices; 
generating a usage model from the profiling; and 

the step of selecdng comprises selecting at least one of the plurality of 1/0 devices 
based on the usage modd. 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 18, wfaereui profiling usage comprises: 

analyzing recent usage behavior of at least one of the plurality of 1/0 devices for a 
given user. 
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20- (Original) Thcmcthpd of daim 18, wherein pix)filmg usage compris^^ 

analyzing past usage behavior of at least one of the plurality of devices for a plurality 
of users. 

21. (Original) The method of clamt 1 , fiirther comprising: 

profiling power consumption of each of the 1/0 devices; 
generating a power model &om the profiling; and 

the step of selecting comprises selecting at least one of Ihc plurality of I/O devices 
based on the power model. 

22. (Original) The mefliod of claim 1 , wherein the power consumption metric comprises at 
least one of estimated power consumption of the pluraliQr of I/O devices, estimated Ivture 
power consumption of the plnraliiy of I/O devices, an aggregate of the power consumption of 
each of the I/O devices, power consumption of the computer system, estimated future power 
consumption of the computer system, and a power savings for each of the I/O devices if a 
respective I/O device were placed in a low-power mode. 

23. (Origanol) A method ofcontrolling power consumption ofI/0 devices for a computer 
system, the method comprising: 

profiling usage patterns of the 1/0 devices to establish a usage model; 
identifying low-power alternatives to using at least one of the I/O devices using the 
usage model; 

profiling power consumption of the 1/0 devices to establish a power model; 
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selecting at least one of tlic low-power alternatives to reduce power consumption of 
the computer system based on the power model, 

24. (Original) Themcthodof claim 23, wherein the low-power alternatives comprise at los^;^ 
one of placing an I/O device in a low-power mode and disabling an T/O device if another 1/0 
device providing substantially the same functionality and consuming less power can be used, 

25* (Original) Thcmctbodofclaim 23, further comprising: 

determining whether a power consumption of the computer system or an estimated 
future power consumption of the computer system exceeds a threshold; and 

performing the step of identifying low-power alternatives and the step of selecting at 
least one of the low-power alternatives in response to the threshold being exceeded. 

26, (Original) An apparatus comprising: 

means for identifying a plurality of low**power alternative means to using an I/O 
device connected to the computer system using a usage model; and 

means for selecting at least one of the low-power alternatives means to reduce power 
consumption of the computer system using a povrcr modd. 

27. (Original) The£5)paratusof claim 26, wherein the low-power alternative means 
comprises means for providing substantially the same fimctionalily of the T/O device at 
reduced power consumption* 
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28« (Original) The apparatus of claim 26, further compmiig: 

means for determining whether a power eonsumption of the computer system or un 
esthnoied future power consumption of the computer system exceeds a threshold; and 

means for activating the means ibr selecting a plurality of low-power alternative 
means and the means for selecting at least one of the low-power alternatives means in 
response to the threshold being CTccccded. 

29* (Original) Computer sofbvare embedded on a computer readable medium, tiie computer 
software comprising instructions of: 

determining a power consumption metric for each of a plurali^ of 1/0 devices 
connected to a computer system; 

selecting at least one of the plmality of I/O devices based on the determined power 
consumption metric; and 

reducing power consumption of the at least one sdectcd I/O dcvica 

30. (Ori^nal) The computer software of claim 29« wherein the instruction of selecting at 
least one of the plumlily of T/O devices comprises instructions of: 

idenli^ing top power consuming I/O devices of the plurality of I/O devices based on 
the power consumption metric and 

selecting at least one of the top power consuming I/O devices to reduce power 
consumption. 
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31. (Original) The computer software of claim 30, further comprising an instruction of: 

determining whether my low-power I/O device alternatives to using the top power 
consuming J/0 devices are available. 

32* (Origina]) The computer software of claim 31, fiirfhcr comprising an instruction of: 
dctcmaining power savings for each of the low»power I/O device alternatives. 

33. (Original) The computer software of claim 32, whcrdn the instruction of selecting at 
least one of the plurality of I/O devices comprises an instruction o£ 

selecting at least one of the top power consuming devices based on user acceptance 
and power savings of n low-power I/O device alternative to the at least one top power 
consuming I/O device. 

34. (Original) A computer ^stem comprising: 

a processor; and 

a battery, wherdn the processor is operable to detemiine a power consumption metric 
for each of a plurality of 1/0 devices connected to the conoputer system^ select at least one of 
the plurality of I/O devices based on the determined power consumption metric, and control 
the at least one selected I/O device to reduce power consumption in response to remaining 
battery life falling below a threshold. 
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35. (New) The mctbod of claim 1, whcrdn each of the I/O devices comprise a piece of 
hardwaxcy operable to be used in combination with software, providing data to the computer 
syi$tem and/or for receiving data from the computer system. 

36, (New) The method of claim 3S, wherein the 1/0 devices comprise at least one of a 
keyboard, a joystick, a mouse, a touch pad and a display. 
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